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EDUCATION

Stanford University, Stanford, CA
Ph.D. in Communication, August 2022
Dissertation: “Watching Feeling: Emotional Data from Cybernetics to Social Media,” directed by Fred Turner (chair); Angèle Christin; Shane Denson; Xiaochang Li

University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA
M.F.A. in Creative Writing, May 2010

Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
B.A. magna cum laude in Literature, May 2007

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT

	York University, Toronto, Ontario, Canada
Assistant Professor in Artificial Intelligence and Critical Data Studies, Department of Communication and Media Studies, July 2023-

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
	Postdoctoral Research Fellow, DISCO Network, August 2022-June 2024
	Lecturer, Digital Studies Institute, August 2022-June 2024

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Histories of computing, data, and AI; histories of the behavioral sciences; AI, mental health, and disability; computer-mediated labor, particularly emotional and gendered labor; social integration of emerging technology; politics and political economy of platforms, interfaces, and algorithms.

BOOK PROJECTS

Technoskepticism: Between Possibility and Refusal
Stanford University Press, 2025

Written in collaboration with the DISCO Network: David Adelman, Aaron Dial, Huan He, Jeff Nagy, Rianna Walcott, Josie Williams, Kevin Winstead, Lida Zeitlin-Wu, André Brock, Stephanie Dinkins, Rayvon Fouché, Lisa Nakamura, Catherine Knight Steele, and Remi Yergeau. This monograph, by an intergenerational group of fourteen researchers and artists who comprise the DISCO (Digital Inquiry, Speculation, Collaboration, and Optimism) Network, offers a critical roadmap of the current digital landscape that centers issues of race, gender, and disability. Foregrounding the perspectives of disabled and POC scholars, it argues for the concept of technoskepticism as a response to a contemporary inflection point where race relations, disability politics, and care activism are continuously rearticulated by emerging technologies. 

PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES

“Big Bad Feelings: AI Depression Diagnosis and the Technopolitics of Disability.” Just Tech. Social Science Research Council, February 2024. https://just-tech.ssrc.org/field-reviews/big-bad-feelings-ai-depression-diagnosis-and-the-technopolitics-of-disability/

“Autism and the Making of Emotion AI: Disability as Resource for Surveillance Capitalism.” New Media & Society, OnlineFirst, July 2022: 1-19. doi.org/10.1177/1461444822110955

“Pink Chat: Networked Sex Work Before the Internet.” Technology and Culture 62(1), January 2021: 57-81. doi.org/10.1353/tech.2021.0002

“The Selling of Virtual Reality: Novelty and Continuity in the Cultural Integration of Technology,” with Fred Turner (Stanford – Communication). Communication, Culture, & Critique 12(4), December 2019: 535-552. doi.org/10.1093/ccc/tcz038

“Putting the Home in Homemade Porn: Real Estate in Pornography after the Financial Crisis,” with Connie Scozzaro (Brown – English), Polygraph 26, Duke University Press, December 2017.

BOOK REVIEWS

Review of Dobson, James E. The Birth of Computer Vision. H-Sci-Med-Tech, H-Net Reviews. November 2023. https://networks.h-net.org/group/reviews/20012129/nagy-dobson-birth-computer-vision.

Review of Kirkwood, Jeffrey West. Endless Intervals: Cinema, Psychology, and Semiotechnics around 1900. H-Sci-Med-Tech, H-Net Reviews. September 2023. https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=58561.


PUBLIC-FACING WRITING

“Filth Feed-Forward.” Parapraxis Magazine, 5: “Economies,” January 2025. https://www.parapraxismagazine.com/articles/filth-feed-forward/ 

“Carolee Schneemann’s Unforgivable Art.” Public Books. December 15, 2016. https://www.publicbooks.org/carolee-schneemanns-unforgivable-art/

Earlier clips available on request.

GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS

University of Michigan Arts Initiative Collaborative Grant, University of Michigan, 2023-2025
Awarded $100,000 in support for “Search Engines: Art, Tech, Justice,” a two-year series of public programming, student mentoring, and workshops around the role digital art can play in creating more equitable technological futures.

Career Launch Fellowship, Stanford Humanities Center, Stanford University, 2021-2022
Awarded a full year of support as a seventh-year student whose work demonstrates the highest distinction and the promise of future achievement.

HAI Graduate Fellowship, Institute for Human-Centered Artificial Intelligence, Stanford University, 2021-2022
Selected for the inaugural cohort of graduate fellows at Stanford’s Human-Centered AI Institute, conducting critical, interdisciplinary research on AI in collaboration with engineers and computer scientists.

Dissertation Research Grant, The Suppes Center for the History and Philosophy of Science, Stanford University, July 2020
Awarded $2,500 to support archival research on the early use of computers in psychiatry at Rockland State Psychiatric Hospital in Orangeburg, NY.

Geballe Dissertation Fellowship, Stanford Humanities Center, Stanford University, 2019-2020
One of six recipients of a Stanford-wide competitive fellowship for advanced graduate students. Awarded a year of full support on the basis of demonstrated excellence in humanities scholarship.

Graduate Student Research Grant, The Europe Center, Stanford University, Summer 2017
Awarded $3,500 of support for research on pre-Internet public networks in Europe, which led to an article published in Technology and Culture.

SAP Stanford Graduate Fellowship, Stanford University, 2015-2019
Twelve academic quarters of full support awarded for exceptional incoming doctoral students in natural and social sciences.

Critical Writing Fellowship, Recess Gallery, New York, NY, 2014
Recipient of a six-week fellowship pairing critical and creative writers with artists. Collaborated with installation artist Chris Domenick for a show at Recess Gallery. 

Teaching Writing Fellowship, University of Iowa, 2009-2010
A full year of support awarded as a second-year student in the Iowa Writers’ Workshop on the basis of demonstrated excellence in writing and the teaching of writing.

Provost’s Fellowship, University of Iowa, 2008-2009
A full year of support awarded as an incoming students at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop on the basis of exceptional promise.

KEYNOTE LECTURES

“Care in the Automatic Environment: Disability History and Digital Futures.” The Bloomington Symposia, Institute for Advanced Study, University of Indiana, Bloomington, IN, April 11-13, 2024.

REFEREED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

“Benchmarking Blue: Distress Datasets and AI Psychodiagnostics.” Annual meeting of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies, Chicago, IL, April 3-7, 2025.

“Autism in the ‘Automatic Environment’: Disability, Laboratory Media, and Data Behaviorism at Mid-Century.” Annual meeting of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies, Boston, MA, March 14-17, 2024.

“The Cybernetics of Beauty: Systems Thinking and Post-War Physical Culture.” Annual meeting of the American Historical Association, San Francisco, CA, January 4-7, 2024.

“Building Digital Networks of Knowledge and Care: DISCO Scholars in Conversation.” Round table at the annual meeting of the American Studies Association, Montreal, Canada, November 2-5, 2023.

“Big Bad Feelings: Scaling Depression from the DSM-5 to Digital Diagnosis.” Annual conference of the Special Interest Group on Computers, Information, and Society (SIGCIS), online, September 21-23, 2023.

“Touching Feeling at Rockland State Hospital: Manfred Clynes and the Prehistory of Emotion AI.” Histories of AI Sawyer Seminar Winter 2021 Symposium, Cambridge University, UK, December 13-15, 2021.

“Hardening Feeling: Computing Psychiatric Data at Rockland State, 1960-1972.” Joint session at the annual meetings of the Society for the History of Technology and the History of Science Society, New Orleans, LA, November 19, 2021.

“Creating Subjects for Computational Capture: Autism, ‘Automatic Environments,’ and Data Behaviorism at Mid-Century.” Annual conference of the Special Interest Group on Computers, Information, and Society (SIGCIS), September 23-25, 2021.

“Care in the ‘Automatic Environment’: Autism and the Origins of Data Behaviorism.” Annual conference of the Society for Cinema and Media Studies, March 21, 2021.  

“Watching Feeling: Histories of Emotional Surveillance.” Organized theme panel in the pre-conference for the Communication History Division. Panelists: Fred Turner (chair), Luke Stark, Kira Lussier. International Communication Association, Washington, DC, May 24, 2019.

“From Human Relations to Human Resources: Digital Labor on France’s Minitel.” Communication History Division pre-conference. International Communication Association, Prague, Czech Republic, May 24, 2018. 
 
“The Selling of Virtual Reality: Novelty and Continuity in the Cultural Integration of Technology,” with Fred Turner. Lessons from the Field, Data & Society Institute, New York City, October 30, 2017.

“‘Stakhanovites of Conviviality’: Digital Affective Labor on France’s Minitel Rose.” Society for the History of Technology, Philadelphia, October 27, 2017.

“Putting the Home in Homemade Porn: Real Estate in Pornography after the Financial Crisis,” with Connie Scozzaro.  Pleasure & Suspicion, Duke University, February 26-27, 2016.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Instructor, Winter 2025
CMDS 4306: Inside Technology, York University

Instructor, Winter 2025
CMDS 3520: AI, Automation, and Mediation, York University

Instructor, Fall 2024
CMDS 3517: Doing Bodies / Doing Technologies, York University

Instructor, Fall 2024
CMDS 3550: Digital Media and Culture, York University

Instructor, Fall 2023
DIGITAL 258: Feeling Digital, University of Michigan

Instructor, Winter 2023
DIGITAL 258: Feeling Digital, University of Michigan

Teaching Assistant, Spring 2021
COMM 186: Media, Technology, and the Body, Stanford University

Teaching Assistant, Spring 2018
COMM 154: The Politics of Algorithms, Stanford University

Teaching Assistant, Spring 2017
COMM 120: Digital Media in Society, Stanford University

ACADEMIC SERVICE

Faculty Lead, Search Engines: Art, Tech, Justice, University of Michigan, 2023-2025.

Co-founder and Coordinator, Communication Works-in-Progress Group, Stanford University, 2019-2021.

Graduate Student Co-founder and Coordinator, Stanford Humanities Center Workshop on Digital Aesthetics, 2017-2018; 2019-2020.

LANGUAGES

Fluent in French; reading competency in Portuguese and Italian.  
Proficient in C, C++, and Java.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

American Studies Association
American Historical Association
History of Science Society
Society for the History of Technology
Society for Cinema and Media Studies
Society for Social Studies of Science
International Communication Association


2
